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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is an Examiner's reasons for allowance in response 
to application filed on 08/05/2003, assigned serial 10/635,874 and titled "Method 
and Arrangement for Guiding a User Along a Target Path." 

The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: 

As previously indicated in the Ex parte Quayle action mailed on 
07/16/2004, the present application was set in a condition of allowance except for 
the deficiency of the specification. The applicant's amendment on 08/19/2004 
indicates that the specification has now been amended. Thus, the application is 
now set in a condition for allowance. 

The prior art closest to the subject matter of claims 1 and 12 is the 
reference of Tamai et al. (U.S. 5904728A) which discloses an apparatus and 
method for providing route guidance to vehicle user and the audio message 
provided to vehicle user before said user begin to turn to a specific road or a 
specific intersection. The reference to Tamai et al. is missing to disclose the 
features as claimed in claims 1 and 12. 

It is found that none of the references, either alone or in the combination, 
teaches or suggests "An arrangement for guiding a user along a target path, 
comprising: relative-location determining means for determining the position of 
the user relative to the target path; and audio-cue means for providing respective 
audio cues to the user via left and right audio channels, the audio-cue means 
being arranged to cause these cues to be indicative of the relative position 
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determined by the relative-location determining means and to vary in a 
complementary manner over at least a range of values of said relative position 
without thereby forming a spatialized virtual sound source the position of which 
changes with the value of said relative position", "A method of guiding a user 
along a target path, comprising (a) determining the position of the user relative to 
the target path; and (b) providing respective audio cues to the user via left and 
right audio channels, these cues being indicative of the relative position 
determined in step (a) and varying in a complementary manner over at least a 
range of values of said relative position without thereby forming a spatialized 
virtual sound source the position of which changes with the value of said relative 
position". 

The prior art does not contain any teaching that would lead a skilled 
person to modify the closest prior and thereby arrive at the invention. Therefore, 
the application is now set in a condition for allowance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (703) 
308-6273. The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (703) 305-8233. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 



/tc 



October 25, 2004 




